
DISCOVERING TUT: THE SAGA CONTINUES    

 

SUMMARY 

 

• The text “Discovering Tut: The Saga Continues” delves into the life, death, and posthumous 

journey of one of ancient Egypt’s most famous pharaohs, King Tutankhamun. Tutankhamun, 

often referred to as the "Boy King," ascended the throne at a very young age and reigned for 

about nine years before his sudden and mysterious death. His life and death remain a subject 

of great intrigue and speculation, with his untimely demise raising questions about possible foul 

play, diseases, or accidents. Though his reign was relatively short and largely unremarkable, 

King Tutankhamun has become a household name largely due to the discovery of his tomb in 

1922, which offered an extraordinary glimpse into the world of ancient Egyptian royalty. 

 

• Born into a dynasty that had ruled Egypt for centuries, King Tutankhamun’s death marked the 

end of his family line. The political and religious turmoil that surrounded his father Akhenaten's 

rule greatly impacted his life and reign. Akhenaten, initially known as Amenhotep IV, introduced 

monotheism to Egypt by promoting the worship of the Aten, the sun disk, and suppressing the 

traditional pantheon of Egyptian gods. He moved the religious capital from Thebes to Akhetaten 

(modern-day Amarna) and closed down the temples of Amun, the primary god worshipped by 

the Egyptians for centuries. This radical shift in religious practices created widespread unrest, 

and after Akhenaten’s death, the old ways were quickly restored. Tutankhamun, initially named 

Tutankhaten, ascended the throne during this turbulent time and changed his name to 

Tutankhamun, symbolizing the return to traditional worship. 

 

• Tutankhamun died at the age of 19, and the cause of his death has been the subject of much 

speculation. His tomb in the Valley of the Kings was discovered by British archaeologist Howard 

Carter after years of searching. The discovery caused an international sensation, as the tomb 

was found largely intact, filled with stunning artifacts that had been buried with the young 

pharaoh for his journey into the afterlife. These treasures included not only gold and jewels but 

also everyday items that Tutankhamun might need in the afterlife, such as board games, a 

bronze razor, linen garments, and even food and wine. Despite being ransacked in antiquity, the 

tomb remains the richest royal collection ever found and continues to captivate scholars and 

the public alike. 

 

• However, extracting Tutankhamun's body from his coffin posed a significant challenge. The ritual 

resins used in his embalming had hardened over the millennia, cementing his body to the 

bottom of the solid gold coffin. Carter and his team faced a dilemma: either leave the mummy 

stuck or use force to remove it. Carter chose the latter, exposing the mummy to the hot Egyptian 

sun to soften the resins, but even that failed. Eventually, Carter's team had to chisel the 

hardened material away, resulting in severe damage to the mummy. The body was cut into 

pieces to extract it from the coffin, and after the examination, the remains were reassembled in 

a wooden box filled with sand. 

 

• Carter's excavation practices, while criticized by modern standards, were typical of the time. 

Back then, archaeology focused more on retrieving treasures than preserving bodies, and 

Carter’s methods reflected that mindset. His discovery, though, has had a lasting impact on our 

understanding of ancient Egypt, especially through the study of the objects found in the tomb. 

These objects, designed to ensure Tutankhamun’s resurrection and journey to the afterlife, 

continue to draw attention due to their beauty and craftsmanship. 



 

• Fast forward to the 21st century, and the focus of archaeology has shifted. Today, the emphasis 

is on uncovering details about life, death, and health through advanced scientific methods rather 

than solely on the recovery of treasures. In 2005, King Tutankhamun’s mummy was subjected 

to a CT scan, a process that had never been attempted on such an ancient artifact. The goal of 

the scan was to obtain precise data that could help answer lingering questions about 

Tutankhamun's life and mysterious death. The scan provided 1,700 cross-sectional images of 

the mummy, offering unprecedented detail about the structure of his body. Modern diagnostic 

imaging, such as CT scans, allows researchers to create three-dimensional virtual bodies, 

providing insights that were impossible to achieve with traditional X-rays. 

 

• Despite initial technical difficulties, including a malfunction due to sand clogging the CT scanner, 

the scan was completed successfully. The resulting images revealed intricate details of the 

young pharaoh’s body, including his neck vertebrae, rib cage, and skull. The data collected from 

the scan will help scientists investigate the cause of Tutankhamun’s death, which remains one 

of Egyptology’s most intriguing mysteries. While previous theories suggested murder, possibly 

due to a blow to the head, the new data may provide a clearer understanding of what led to the 

boy king’s untimely demise. 

 

• The text concludes with a reflective tone as the narrator describes the stillness in the Valley of 

the Kings after the scan. The constellation Orion, which the ancient Egyptians associated with 

Osiris, the god of the afterlife, stands watch over Tutankhamun’s tomb, symbolizing the eternal 

connection between the boy king and the world beyond. 

ANALYSIS 

 

Mortality and Immortality: One of the central themes of the text is the juxtaposition of mortality and 

immortality. Tutankhamun’s early death highlights the inevitable reality of mortality, but the elaborate 

burial practices and the treasures intended to accompany him into the afterlife signify the ancient 

Egyptians' belief in immortality. The modern world’s continued fascination with King Tut highlights the 

theme of eternal legacy—while his body perished, his name and story have lived on for millennia. 

 

Scientific Advancement and Historical Reflection: The text bridges ancient history and modern science. 

It highlights the shift in archaeology from treasure hunting to scientific exploration, using modern 

technology like CT scans to uncover truths about the past. The advancements in imaging and 

diagnostics reflect the evolution of archaeology into a discipline focused on understanding life and 

death in ancient times, rather than merely collecting artifacts. 

 

Curse and Superstition vs. Rational Inquiry: The reference to the "pharaoh’s curse" contrasts with the 

rational, scientific approach taken by modern archaeologists and researchers. While early explorers 

feared that disturbing the tomb would bring misfortune, contemporary researchers are more focused 

on scientific discovery, exemplifying the ongoing tension between superstition and rationalism in the 

field of archaeology. 

 

King Tutankhamun: Though central to the narrative, Tutankhamun himself remains an enigma. The text 

emphasizes his youth and the mystery surrounding his death. As a ruler, he oversaw the restoration of 

traditional religious practices after his father’s controversial monotheistic reforms. Despite his relatively 

short reign, Tutankhamun has become one of the most famous figures in ancient history due to the 

discovery of his tomb. 



Howard Carter: Carter is depicted as a determined and methodical archaeologist, whose discovery of 

Tutankhamun’s tomb made him famous. However, his methods, particularly his decision to cut the 

mummy free from its hardened resins, highlight the differences between early 20th-century 

archaeology and modern practices. Carter's actions, while criticized today, were driven by a practical 

need to recover the treasures before potential looters could access them. 

 

Zahi Hawass: The text also briefly highlights Zahi Hawass, Secretary General of Egypt’s Supreme 

Council of Antiquities, who represents modern Egyptology’s focus on preservation and scientific inquiry. 

Hawass’s concern for the mummy’s condition and his use of modern technology, like the CT scan, 

showcase the shift in priorities from treasure retrieval to the preservation of cultural heritage and the 

solving of historical mysteries. 

 

Gold and Wealth: The gold treasures found in Tutankhamun’s tomb symbolize the wealth and power of 

ancient Egyptian royalty. However, they also highlight the paradox of mortality, as even a king 

surrounded by riches could not escape death. These treasures, designed to ensure a comfortable 

afterlife, also symbolize the ancient Egyptians’ belief in life after death and their desire to take their 

worldly possessions with them. 

 

The CT Scan: The CT scan symbolizes the fusion of the ancient and modern worlds. It represents the 

use of cutting-edge technology to unlock the secrets of the past, reflecting how modern science is 

reshaping our understanding of ancient history. 

 

The Constellation Orion: Orion, associated with Osiris, the god of the afterlife, serves as a symbolic 

guardian over Tutankhamun’s tomb. Its presence in the sky as the CT scan is performed symbolizes 

the eternal connection between the living world and the afterlife in ancient Egyptian belief, as well as 

the ongoing effort to understand and honor the past. 

 

The text situates Tutankhamun’s reign within the broader historical context of Egypt’s 18th Dynasty, 

during a time of religious and political upheaval. His father, Akhenaten’s, radical religious reforms were 

reversed during Tutankhamun’s reign, marking a return to traditional polytheism. This context 

emphasizes the boy king’s role in restoring stability to Egypt, even as his own life and death remain 

shrouded in mystery. 

 

The narrative also reflects the broader context of early 20th-century archaeology, which was 

characterized by a focus on treasure hunting and less concern for preservation. The discovery of 

Tutankhamun’s tomb occurred during a time when Egyptology was becoming increasingly popular, and 

Carter’s excavation was part of the larger trend of Western exploration and looting of ancient sites. 

 

In contrast, the 21st-century approach to archaeology, as represented by the CT scan, emphasizes the 

importance of scientific inquiry and preservation. The text highlights how far the field has come, with 

modern Egyptologists more interested in uncovering the lives and health of ancient peoples than in 

merely collecting artifacts. 

 

Descriptive Language: The text employs rich descriptive language to evoke the eerie atmosphere of the 

Valley of the Kings. Phrases like "angry wind stirred up ghostly dust devils" and "dark-bellied clouds" 

create a sense of foreboding and mystery, reinforcing the themes of death and the supernatural. 

 

Juxtaposition: The text juxtaposes ancient rituals with modern technology, highlighting the contrast 

between the ancient Egyptians’ beliefs about death and the afterlife and the scientific methods used by 



contemporary archaeologists to study them. This stylistic choice highlights the ongoing dialogue 

between the past and present. 

 

Tone: The tone shifts from reverence and awe when describing the discovery of Tutankhamun’s tomb 

to a more clinical and analytical tone when discussing the CT scan. This reflects the evolution of 

archaeology from a romanticized pursuit to a rigorous scientific discipline. 

 

"Discovering Tut: The Saga Continues" is a reflection on how our understanding of the past is constantly 

evolving, shaped by advancements in science and technology. It highlights the enduring fascination 

with ancient Egypt and the ways in which modern researchers continue to uncover new details about 

this mysterious civilization. The text bridges the gap between history and modernity, showing how the 

past remains alive through ongoing exploration and inquiry. 

 

MIND MAP 

 

 
 

 

THEMES 

 

• Mortality and Immortality: The text explores ancient Egyptian beliefs in the afterlife and how 

Tutankhamun's death emphasizes the contrast between mortal life and eternal legacy. 

• Scientific Inquiry vs. Superstition: The narrative contrasts the rational, scientific investigation of 

Tutankhamun’s remains with lingering superstitions about the pharaoh's curse. 

• Evolution of Archaeology: It highlights the shift in archaeology from treasure hunting to using 

modern technology like CT scans to uncover historical and medical mysteries. 

• Legacy and Fame: King Tutankhamun's short life contrasts with his enduring legacy, 

demonstrating how history often remembers people for unexpected reasons. 

• Restoration of Tradition: The text reflects on Tutankhamun's role in restoring traditional Egyptian 

religious practices after his father's controversial reforms. 

• Mystery of Death: The uncertainty surrounding Tutankhamun's death adds to the intrigue of his 

story, fuelling ongoing investigations and theories. 

• Cultural Heritage: The text emphasizes the importance of preserving ancient artifacts and 

learning from the past, rather than merely extracting treasures. 

• Power and Wealth: The narrative highlights the immense wealth of Egyptian royalty, represented 

by the gold and treasures found in Tutankhamun's tomb. 



• Impact of Technology on History: The use of CT scans demonstrates how modern technology 

can provide new insights into ancient history and reshape our understanding of the past. 

• Religious Belief and Rituals: The burial practices and artifacts in Tutankhamun’s tomb reflect the 

deep religious beliefs and rituals of the ancient Egyptians regarding the afterlife. 

 

INTERPRETATIONS 

 

1. Historical/Cultural Context: The narrative provides insight into ancient Egyptian burial practices, 

religious beliefs, and the historical period of the 18th Dynasty, especially during and after Akhenaten’s 

reign. 

 

2. Psychological Interpretation: The text examines the psychological impact of superstition, 

particularly the fear of the pharaoh’s curse, and the modern obsession with solving the mysteries of 

Tutankhamun's life and death. 

 

3. Moral/Philosophical Interpretation: The text raises moral questions about the treatment of human 

remains, the ethics of archaeological excavation, and the philosophical inquiry into life after death and 

the human quest for immortality. 

 

IMPORTANT KEY WORDS 
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21. Pharaoh’s curse   

22. Restoration of the 

old ways 
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SHORT ANSWER TYPE QUESTIONS 

 

1. Who was King Tutankhamun, and why is he significant in Egyptian history?   

   King Tutankhamun was a young pharaoh of ancient Egypt whose tomb, discovered in 1922, provided 

an extraordinary insight into ancient Egyptian culture and burial practices due to its intact treasures. 

 

2. What major discovery did Howard Carter make in 1922?   

   Howard Carter discovered the tomb of King Tutankhamun in the Valley of the Kings, which was filled 

with incredible treasures and artifacts despite being ransacked in antiquity. 

 

3. Why did Carter have to chisel King Tut's mummy out of the solid gold coffin?   

   The ritual resins used during mummification had hardened, cementing Tutankhamun's body to the 

coffin, forcing Carter to chisel the body out to retrieve it. 

 

4. What is the purpose of the CT scan performed on King Tutankhamun's mummy in 2005?   

   The CT scan aimed to gather detailed data about King Tut's health, physical condition, and the cause 

of his death, offering new forensic insights into his life. 

 



5. What role does Zahi Hawass play in the narrative of King Tut’s mummy?   

   Zahi Hawass, Secretary General of Egypt’s Supreme Council of Antiquities, oversaw the modern-day 

investigation of King Tut's mummy, including the CT scan. 

 

6. What religious changes did Akhenaten, Tutankhamun’s father, introduce in Egypt?   

   Akhenaten introduced monotheism, promoting the worship of the Aten (the sun disk) and 

suppressing the traditional Egyptian gods, including Amun. 

 

7. How did King Tutankhamun restore traditional Egyptian religious practices?   

   King Tutankhamun reversed his father's religious reforms by restoring the traditional polytheistic 

worship of Amun and reestablishing old religious practices. 

 

8. Why is Tutankhamun’s tomb considered one of the richest discoveries in archaeology?   

   Tutankhamun’s tomb is considered one of the richest discoveries because it contained an 

unprecedented collection of treasures, including gold artifacts, ceremonial items, and everyday objects 

that were meant to accompany him to the afterlife. 

 

9. What were some of the everyday items buried with King Tutankhamun?   

   Tutankhamun was buried with everyday items such as board games, a bronze razor, linen 

undergarments, and cases of food and wine for his use in the afterlife. 

 

10. What does the phrase "pharaoh's curse" refer to, and how is it addressed in the text?   

    The "pharaoh's curse" refers to the superstition that disturbing the pharaoh’s tomb would bring 

misfortune or death to those involved. The text mentions the fear of this curse among visitors, but 

modern scientists approach Tut's tomb with a rational perspective. 

 

11. What challenges did Carter face while trying to remove the mummy from the coffin?   

    Carter faced the challenge of hardened resins that cemented the mummy to the coffin, forcing him 

to use chisels and heat to free the body. 

 

12. How did advancements in archaeology change the approach to studying King Tut's remains?   

    Advancements in archaeology shifted the focus from treasure hunting to scientific exploration, using 

modern tools like CT scans to analyze King Tut’s remains without causing damage. 

 

13. What significance do the gold artifacts found in Tutankhamun's tomb hold?   

    The gold artifacts symbolize the immense wealth of Egyptian royalty and were meant to ensure King 

Tut’s resurrection and well-being in the afterlife. 

 

14. How did the resins used in the mummification process complicate the extraction of King Tut’s 

body?   

    The resins had hardened over time, cementing Tutankhamun's body to the coffin, making it extremely 

difficult to remove without damaging the mummy. 

 

15. What was the role of the CT scan in uncovering new details about Tutankhamun’s death?   

    The CT scan provided detailed images of King Tut’s body, allowing researchers to examine his bones 

and skull for clues about his health and the possible cause of his death. 

 

 

 



16. What historical period does King Tutankhamun belong to in Egyptian history?   

    King Tutankhamun belonged to the 18th Dynasty, a period of ancient Egyptian history known for its 

powerful pharaohs and significant cultural developments. 

 

17. How does the text reflect the change in archaeology from treasure hunting to scientific 

exploration?   

    The text illustrates this shift by showing how modern archaeologists use advanced technology, such 

as CT scans, to study ancient remains and gather information without causing damage. 

 

18. What was the condition of Tutankhamun's mummy when it was first discovered?   

    When first discovered, Tutankhamun's mummy was in poor condition due to the hardened resins 

and the damage caused during the extraction process by Carter’s team. 

 

19. How did Carter try to use the sun to remove the mummy from the coffin?   

    Carter exposed the mummy to the sun, hoping the heat would soften the resins that had hardened 

over the body, but the attempt was unsuccessful. 

 

20. How does the discovery of King Tut’s tomb contribute to the study of ancient Egypt?   

    The discovery of King Tut’s tomb provided valuable insights into ancient Egyptian burial practices, 

religious beliefs, and the material culture of the time, enhancing our understanding of this historical 

period. 

 

21. What treasures were found in King Tutankhamun’s tomb that suggest beliefs about the afterlife?   

    Treasures such as gold artifacts, amulets, and ceremonial items found in King Tut's tomb suggest 

the Egyptians' strong belief in the afterlife and the need to equip the deceased for their journey beyond 

death. 

 

22. Why was the CT scan of King Tutankhamun significant for forensic analysis?   

    The CT scan was significant because it allowed scientists to study Tutankhamun’s body in great 

detail, providing new information about his health, injuries, and potential causes of death. 

 

23. What does the phrase "eternal brilliance" refer to in the context of King Tut's tomb?   

    The phrase "eternal brilliance" refers to the gold artifacts and treasures buried with Tutankhamun, 

designed to ensure his resurrection and immortality in the afterlife. 

 

24. What was the role of burial rituals in ancient Egyptian culture, as seen in King Tut's tomb?   

    Burial rituals in ancient Egypt were essential for ensuring the deceased’s successful journey to the 

afterlife, as seen in the elaborate mummification process and the inclusion of treasures and everyday 

items in the tomb. 

 

25. How does the text address the intersection of ancient superstition and modern science?   

    The text contrasts ancient beliefs in the pharaoh's curse with the rational approach of modern 

scientists who use technology like CT scans to investigate Tutankhamun's life and death. 

 

26. What does the constellation Orion symbolize in the context of the text?   

    In the text, the constellation Orion symbolizes Osiris, the god of the afterlife, and serves as a guardian 

watching over King Tutankhamun's tomb, reflecting ancient Egyptian beliefs. 

 

 



27. How did Akhenaten's religious reforms create turmoil in Egypt?   

    Akhenaten’s introduction of monotheism and suppression of traditional gods led to social and 

religious upheaval in Egypt, which was only resolved after his death when Tutankhamun restored the 

old ways. 

 

28. How did Howard Carter ensure that King Tutankhamun's mummy remained intact despite the 

challenges of extracting it?   

    After removing the mummy from the coffin, Carter reassembled the remains in a wooden box padded 

with sand to conceal the damage and ensure the body remained intact. 

 

LONG ANSWER TYPE QUESTIONS 

 

1. How did Howard Carter discover King Tutankhamun's tomb, and what challenges did he face 

during the excavation? 

 

Howard Carter discovered King Tutankhamun’s tomb in November 1922 after years of searching in the 

Valley of the Kings. His discovery was a landmark event in archaeology, as the tomb was filled with an 

astonishing collection of treasures, including golden artifacts, jewelry, and everyday items that reflected 

the beliefs and lifestyle of the young pharaoh. Despite being partially looted in antiquity, the tomb 

remained largely intact, making it one of the richest archaeological finds in history. However, Carter 

faced significant challenges during the excavation. One of the primary difficulties was extracting 

Tutankhamun's mummy from his solid gold coffin. The ritual resins used during the embalming process 

had hardened over time, cementing the body to the bottom of the coffin. Carter tried various methods 

to loosen the mummy, including exposing it to the intense heat of the Egyptian sun. When these 

attempts failed, he resorted to chiselling the mummy free, which caused severe damage to the body. 

The limbs and head had to be removed to separate the body from the gold artifacts, which were deeply 

embedded in the hardened resins. Carter later reassembled the remains in a wooden box filled with 

sand, concealing the damage. This method, while criticized by modern standards, was a reflection of 

the priorities of early 20th-century archaeology, which focused more on treasure recovery than 

preservation of the body. Carter’s discovery has had a lasting impact on Egyptology, providing valuable 

insights into ancient Egyptian burial practices and religious beliefs. However, the damage caused to the 

mummy remains a controversial aspect of the excavation. 

 

2. How has the field of archaeology evolved since the discovery of King Tutankhamun’s tomb, and 

what role did the CT scan play in modern investigations? 

 

The field of archaeology has undergone significant changes since the discovery of King Tutankhamun’s 

tomb in 1922. During the early 20th century, archaeology was primarily focused on treasure hunting, 

with less emphasis on preserving human remains or understanding the historical and cultural context 

of discoveries. The excitement surrounding the discovery of Tutankhamun’s tomb was largely due to 

the vast treasures it contained, including gold artifacts and other valuable items. Archaeologists like 

Howard Carter were more concerned with recovering these treasures than with the scientific study of 

the mummy itself. In recent decades, however, archaeology has shifted towards a more scientific and 

interdisciplinary approach. The focus has moved from merely uncovering artifacts to understanding the 

lives, health, and cultures of ancient peoples. This shift is exemplified by the use of advanced 

technologies such as CT scans, which allow researchers to study ancient remains without causing 

damage. In 2005, King Tutankhamun’s mummy underwent a CT scan, which generated 1,700 cross-

sectional images of his body. These images provided a detailed look at Tutankhamun’s bones, skull, 

and internal structures, offering new insights into his health and the possible cause of his death. The 



CT scan revealed several key details, such as a possible fracture in Tutankhamun's leg, which may have 

contributed to his death. Additionally, the scan provided data for a forensic reconstruction of the 

pharaoh’s appearance, allowing researchers to create a more accurate image of what Tutankhamun may 

have looked like in life. This scientific approach represents the evolution of archaeology from treasure 

hunting to a field that uses cutting-edge technology to answer questions about the past. Overall, the 

CT scan of King Tutankhamun’s mummy reflects the broader trend in archaeology towards preservation, 

non-invasive investigation, and a focus on understanding ancient peoples and their cultures rather than 

simply collecting valuable artifacts. 

 

3. What was the impact of Akhenaten's religious reforms on ancient Egypt, and how did King 

Tutankhamun restore the old traditions? 

 

Akhenaten, originally known as Amenhotep IV, introduced radical religious reforms in ancient Egypt 

during his reign in the 18th Dynasty. He promoted the worship of the Aten, the sun disk, as the sole 

deity, effectively establishing a form of monotheism. This was a significant departure from the traditional 

polytheistic beliefs that had dominated Egyptian religion for centuries. Akhenaten moved the religious 

capital from Thebes to a new city, Akhetaten (modern-day Amarna), which was dedicated to the worship 

of the Aten. He also closed down temples dedicated to other gods, particularly Amun, and ordered the 

destruction of their images and statues. These reforms created widespread turmoil in Egypt. The 

priesthood of Amun, which held considerable power and influence, was effectively marginalized, leading 

to social and political unrest. The sudden shift in religious practices alienated many Egyptians, who had 

been accustomed to worshipping a pantheon of gods for centuries. Akhenaten’s focus on the Aten also 

led to the neglect of foreign policy and internal governance, weakening Egypt's power and influence 

during his reign. After Akhenaten's death, his religious reforms were quickly reversed. Tutankhamun, 

who ascended the throne as a young boy, played a significant role in restoring the old religious 

traditions. Under his rule, the worship of Amun and the other traditional gods was reinstated. 

Tutankhamun also moved the religious capital back to Thebes and changed his name from Tutankhaten 

to Tutankhamun, which means "the living image of Amun," to signify the return to the old ways. He 

reestablished the temples of Amun and sought to restore stability to the kingdom after the disruptions 

caused by his father’s reforms. Although King Tutankhamun's reign was relatively short, his efforts to 

restore the traditional religious practices helped to stabilize Egypt and reassert the dominance of the 

old gods. His actions marked the end of Akhenaten's controversial religious experiment and the 

beginning of a return to normalcy in Egyptian society and religion. 

 

4. What were the main treasures found in King Tutankhamun’s tomb, and what do they reveal about 

ancient Egyptian beliefs regarding the afterlife? 

 

King Tutankhamun’s tomb, discovered by Howard Carter in 1922, is one of the most famous and 

significant archaeological finds in history. The tomb contained a vast array of treasures, many of which 

were made of gold and other precious materials. These treasures provide valuable insights into ancient 

Egyptian beliefs about the afterlife and the preparations they believed were necessary for the pharaoh’s 

journey to the afterlife. Among the most notable treasures were the three nested coffins that held 

Tutankhamun’s body, the innermost of which was made of solid gold. The iconic gold funerary mask 

that covered Tutankhamun’s face is perhaps the most famous artifact from the tomb. This mask, along 

with the gold amulets, necklaces, and rings, symbolizes the wealth and power of the pharaoh and the 

belief that these treasures would accompany him into the afterlife. In addition to the gold artifacts, the 

tomb also contained everyday items that Tutankhamun might need in the afterlife. These included board 

games, a bronze razor, linen garments, and cases of food and wine. The presence of these items 

reflects the ancient Egyptian belief that the afterlife was a continuation of earthly life, and that the 



deceased would require the same comforts and necessities in the next world. The walls of 

Tutankhamun’s burial chamber were adorned with murals depicting scenes from the afterlife, including 

his journey through the underworld and his interactions with the gods. These images, along with the 

treasures buried with him, were meant to ensure his safe passage to the afterlife and his resurrection 

as a god. The treasures found in King Tutankhamun’s tomb reveal the importance of the afterlife in 

ancient Egyptian culture. They demonstrate the elaborate preparations that were made to ensure that 

the pharaoh would be well-equipped for his journey to the next world and that he would be able to 

maintain his status and power in the afterlife. 

 

5. How does "Discovering Tut: The Saga Continues" explore the intersection of ancient superstition 

and modern scientific inquiry? 

 

"Discovering Tut: The Saga Continues" explores the intersection of ancient superstition and modern 

scientific inquiry by contrasting the beliefs and practices of ancient Egyptians with the methods and 

goals of contemporary researchers. The text highlights how ancient Egyptians viewed death and the 

afterlife through a lens of deep religious conviction, with elaborate burial practices designed to ensure 

a successful journey to the next world. Central to this worldview was the idea that disturbing a pharaoh’s 

tomb could invoke a curse, leading to misfortune or death for those who dared to interfere with the 

resting place of the king. The narrative touches on the "pharaoh’s curse," a superstition that gained 

popularity after the discovery of King Tutankhamun’s tomb. This belief was fuelled by the deaths of 

several people connected to the excavation, leading many to speculate that the curse was real. However, 

modern scientists and archaeologists approach the tomb with a rational perspective, focusing on 

uncovering historical truths through scientific methods rather than succumbing to superstitions. The 

text illustrates this shift by describing the use of advanced technology, such as the CT scan performed 

on King Tutankhamun’s mummy in 2005. The scan generated detailed images of the pharaoh’s body, 

allowing researchers to investigate the cause of his death and gain new insights into his life. This 

scientific inquiry represents a stark contrast to the fears and superstitions that once surrounded the 

tomb, emphasizing the progress that has been made in the field of archaeology. While ancient Egyptians 

believed in the power of curses and divine retribution, modern researchers rely on evidence-based 

methods to unlock the mysteries of the past. The text showcases how science and technology have 

transformed archaeology into a discipline that seeks to understand the lives, health, and the time 

periods.  

 

COMPETENCY BASED QUESTIONS 

 

EXTRACT BASED MCQs 

 

EXTRACT 1 

 

An angry wind stirred up ghostly dust devils as King Tut was taken from his resting place in the ancient 

Egyptian cemetery known as the Valley of the Kings. Dark-bellied clouds had scudded across the desert 

sky all day and now were veiling the stars in casket grey. It was 6 p.m. on 5 January 2005. The world’s 

most famous mummy glided headfirst into a CT scanner brought here to probe the lingering medical 

mysteries of this little-understood young ruler who died more than 3,300 years ago. 

 

All afternoon, the usual line of tourists from around the world had descended into the cramped, rock-

cut tomb some 26 feet underground to pay their respects. They gazed at the murals on the walls of the 

burial chamber and peered at Tut’s gilded face, the most striking feature of his mummy-shaped outer 

coffin lid. 



 

i. In which of the following options can the underlined word 'glided' best be replaced?   

a) Slipped  

b) Floated   

c) Dropped   

d) Gold-plated   

 

ii. Pick the option that best describes the mood of the extract.   

a) Serene   

b) Ominous   

c) Jubilant   

d) Indifferent   

 

iii. Which idiom best captures the atmosphere described in the passage?   

a) Calm before the storm   

b) Through thick and thin   

c) A race against time   

d) Out of the blue   

 

iv. Choose the correct option with reference to the statements given below.   

 

Statement 1: The tourists were indifferent to the surroundings as they visited King Tut’s tomb.   

Statement 2: The tourists were reflective and contemplative, paying their respects to the boy king.   

 

a) Statement 1 is true, but Statement 2 is false.   

b) Statement 1 is false, but Statement 2 is true.   

c) Both Statement 1 and Statement 2 are true.   

d) Both Statement 1 and Statement 2 are false.   

 

EXTRACT 2 

 

The mummy is in very bad condition because of what Carter did in the 1920s," said Zahi Hawass, 

Secretary General of Egypt’s Supreme Council of Antiquities, as he leaned over the body for a long first 

look. Carter—Howard Carter, that is—was the British archaeologist who in 1922 discovered Tut’s tomb 

after years of futile searching. Its contents, though hastily ransacked in antiquity, were surprisingly 

complete. They remain the richest royal collection ever found and have become part of the pharaoh’s 

legend. Stunning artifacts in gold, their eternal brilliance meant to guarantee resurrection, caused a 

sensation at the time of the discovery—and still get the most attention. 

 

i. Pick the option that best describes the word "futile" as used in the passage.   

1. Ineffective   

2. Exhausting   

3. Pointless   

4. Tedious   

5. Rewarding   

6. Overwhelming   

 

a) 1, 3, and 5   

b) 1, 3, and 4   



c) 2, 4, and 6   

d) 2, 5, and 6   

 

ii. At the end of Zahi Hawass’s comment about Carter, the mood can be described as:   

a) Triumphant and proud   

b) Reflective and critical   

c) Anxious and hurried   

d) Indifferent and detached   

 

iii. Read the analysis of Howard Carter based on the given extract. Choose the option that fills in the 

given blanks most appropriately: 

 

Carter is remembered for his ______(i)______ discovery of King Tutankhamun’s tomb, but his methods 

in removing the mummy were considered ______(ii)______ by modern standards. Despite this, his 

work contributed greatly to the ______(iii)______ of ancient Egyptian history.   

 

a) (i) legendary; (ii) controversial; (iii) preservation   

b) (i) ordinary; (ii) progressive; (iii) deterioration   

c) (i) accidental; (ii) cautious; (iii) mystery   

d) (i) meticulous; (ii) reckless; (iii) destruction   

 

iv. Pick the option that best matches the idioms with "body" with their meanings. 

 

Idioms Meanings 

1. Keep body and soul together A. To reveal one’s true intentions                                         

2. Body language                B. To survive with minimum resources                                       

3. Out of body experience       C. Subtle, non-verbal communication clues                                  

4. Throw one's body into something D. A sensation of detachment from the physical 

body                     

 

a) 1:B; 2:C; 3:D; 4:A   

b) 1:A; 2:C; 3:B; 4:D   

c) 1:B; 2:A; 3:D; 4:C   

d) 1:C; 2:B; 3:D; 4:A 

 

ANSWER KEY 

 

EXTRACT 1 

 

i. In which of the following options can the underlined word 'gilded' best be replaced? 

a) Slipped 

b) Floated 

c) Dropped 

d) Gold-plated 

 

Correct answer: d) Gold-plated 

Explanation: The word gilded means covered with a thin layer of gold, and the best replacement is 

"gold-plated," which conveys the same meaning. The other options, "slipped," "floated," and "dropped," 

relate to movement and are irrelevant to the meaning of "gilded." 



 

ii. Pick the option that best describes the mood of the extract. 

a) Serene 

b) Ominous 

c) Jubilant 

d) Indifferent 

 

Correct answer: b) Ominous 

Explanation: The mood is ominous, with the description of "angry wind," "ghostly dust devils," and 

"dark-bellied clouds" veiling the stars. These elements create a foreboding and unsettling atmosphere, 

suggesting something mysterious or threatening. "Serene" and "jubilant" do not fit, and "indifferent" 

does not describe the tone. 

 

iii. Which idiom best captures the atmosphere described in the passage? 

a) Calm before the storm 

b) Through thick and thin 

c) A race against time 

d) Out of the blue 

 

Correct answer: a) Calm before the storm 

Explanation: The description of the unsettling weather and quiet tension suggests that something 

significant or turbulent might happen soon, which fits the idiom "calm before the storm." The other 

idioms are unrelated to the atmosphere: "Through thick and thin" refers to loyalty, "a race against time" 

refers to urgency, and "out of the blue" describes something unexpected. 

 

iv. Choose the correct option with reference to the statements given below. 

Statement 1: The tourists were indifferent to the surroundings as they visited King Tut’s tomb. 

Statement 2: The tourists were reflective and contemplative, paying their respects to the boy king. 

 

a) Statement 1 is true, but Statement 2 is false. 

b) Statement 1 is false, but Statement 2 is true. 

c) Both Statement 1 and Statement 2 are true. 

d) Both Statement 1 and Statement 2 are false. 

 

Correct answer: b) Statement 1 is false, but Statement 2 is true. 

Explanation: The tourists are described as paying their respects, gazing at murals and Tut's gilded face, 

which suggests they were reflective and reverent, not indifferent. Therefore, Statement 1 is false and 

Statement 2 is true. 

 

EXTRACT 2 

 

 

i. Pick the option that best describes the word "futile" as used in the passage.   

b) 1, 3, and 4   

Explanation: In the passage, "futile" refers to Carter's years of ineffective, pointless, and tedious 

searching before discovering Tutankhamun's tomb. Therefore, the correct descriptions of "futile" are 

ineffective (1), pointless (3), and tedious (4). 

 

 



ii. At the end of Zahi Hawass’s comment about Carter, the mood can be described as:   

b) Reflective and critical   

Explanation: Zahi Hawass critically reflects on the damage done to King Tutankhamun's mummy due to 

Carter’s methods, showing that his tone is reflective and critical of Carter’s actions. 

 

iii. Read the analysis of Howard Carter based on the given extract. Choose the option that fills in the 

given blanks most appropriately:   

a) (i) legendary; (ii) controversial; (iii) preservation   

Explanation: Carter’s discovery is considered legendary, but his methods of removing the mummy are 

viewed as controversial by modern standards. Nevertheless, his work greatly contributed to the 

preservation of ancient Egyptian history. 

 

iv. Pick the option that best matches the idioms with "body" with their meanings.   

a) 1:B; 2:C; 3:D; 4:A   

"Keep body and soul together" means to survive with minimum resources (1:B).   

"Body language" refers to non-verbal communication (2:C).   

"Out of body experience" describes a sensation of detachment from the physical body (3:D).   

"Throw one's body into something" means to reveal one's true intentions by giving full effort (4:A). 

 

STAND ALONE MCQs 

 

1. What is the significance of Tutankhamun undergoing a CT scan in 2005? 

a) It marked the first time his body was removed from the tomb in 80 years. 

b) It was intended to showcase new burial rituals. 

c) It was conducted to determine how many treasures were buried with him. 

d) It was part of an ancient Egyptian religious practice. 

 

2. What does Zahi Hawass mean by saying, “The mummy is in very bad condition because of what 

Carter did in the 1920s”? 

a) The mummy was damaged due to the tomb being raided in antiquity. 

b) Carter's excavation methods harmed the mummy’s condition. 

c) Carter removed the mummy from its tomb to steal its treasures. 

d) The mummy was preserved incorrectly after its discovery. 

 

3. How did Howard Carter manage to remove King Tut’s body from the coffin? 

a) He cut the mummy free after using resins to harden it. 

b) He softened the body with chemicals and removed it intact. 

c) He used scientific tools to melt the resin. 

d) He chiselled away the hardened resins and severed the mummy’s joints. 

 

4. Why did King Tutankhamun’s funeral mark the “death rattle of a dynasty”? 

a) His death was accompanied by the collapse of the Egyptian empire. 

b) His death marked the end of his family’s ruling line. 

c) His body was never properly buried, signalling a curse. 

d) His successor did not maintain his political power. 

 

 

 

 



5. Why was King Tut’s body set in the sun during Carter’s excavation? 

a) To symbolically align his body with the god Aten. 

b) It was an ancient Egyptian ritual to aid in resurrection. 

c) Carter hoped the heat would soften the resins binding the mummy. 

d) The body was being restored after thieves damaged it. 

 

6. What was discovered during the 1968 X-ray of King Tut’s mummy? 

a) The skull had been badly damaged. 

b) His breast-bone and front ribs were missing. 

c) The mummy had been incorrectly preserved. 

d) The gold coffin had been replaced with a replica. 

 

7. How did the archaeological approach to Tutankhamun's remains change over time? 

a) Modern archaeologists focus on scientific findings rather than treasure. 

b) They are still focused primarily on his treasures. 

c) Technology has not improved much since Carter’s time. 

d) The modern focus is on reconstructing Egyptian rituals. 

 

8. Why was King Tutankhamun’s reign significant in terms of religious changes in Egypt? 

a) He promoted the worship of Amun and restored old practices. 

b) He introduced the worship of Aten, a new sun god. 

c) He built more temples for the god Amun than any other pharaoh. 

d) He continued his father’s religious policies without changes. 

 

9. What caused the technical issues during the CT scan of King Tut’s body? 

a) The machine malfunctioned due to a power outage. 

b) The scanner failed due to sand in a cooler fan. 

c) The CT scan equipment was damaged in transportation. 

d) The temperature was too high for the machine to function properly. 

 

10. What is the significance of the constellation Orion being seen above Tut’s tomb at the end of the 

passage? 

a) It symbolizes the sun god Aten watching over Tutankhamun. 

b) Orion was worshiped by Tutankhamun as his personal deity. 

c) It was believed to bring protection from the pharaoh’s curse. 

d) Orion represented the soul of Osiris, god of the afterlife, in Egyptian mythology. 

 

ANSWER KEY 

 

a) It marked the first time his body was removed from the tomb in 80 years. 

b) Carter's excavation methods harmed the mummy’s condition. 

d) He chiselled away the hardened resins and severed the mummy’s joints. 

b) His death marked the end of his family’s ruling line. 

c) Carter hoped the heat would soften the resins binding the mummy. 

b) His breast-bone and front ribs were missing. 

a) Modern archaeologists focus on scientific findings rather than treasure. 

a) He promoted the worship of Amun and restored old practices. 

b) The scanner failed due to sand in a cooler fan. 

d) Orion represented the soul of Osiris, god of the afterlife, in Egyptian mythology. 



 

Answer in 30-40 words 

 

1. How does the landscape of the Valley of the Kings contribute to the atmosphere of mystery and awe 

in the text?   

   The barren, desolate landscape of the Valley of the Kings, combined with the dark clouds and swirling 

sand, creates an eerie and mysterious atmosphere. This setting reinforces the sense of ancient secrets 

waiting to be uncovered, adding to the awe surrounding King Tutankhamun's tomb. 

 

2. What does the preservation of King Tutankhamun's treasures suggest about ancient Egyptian beliefs 

regarding the afterlife?   

   The meticulous preservation of King Tutankhamun’s treasures reflects the ancient Egyptians’ strong 

belief in the afterlife. They believed that these material possessions would accompany the pharaoh in 

his journey beyond death, ensuring his comfort and maintaining his status in the next world. 

 

3. Why is the discovery of King Tutankhamun’s tomb often considered one of the greatest 

archaeological finds in history?   

   King Tutankhamun’s tomb is considered one of the greatest archaeological discoveries due to the 

sheer richness and completeness of the treasures found within. The tomb remained largely intact, 

providing an unparalleled glimpse into the opulence and culture of ancient Egypt. 

 

4. How does the text highlight the contrast between ancient superstitions and modern scientific 

methods?   

   The text contrasts the ancient belief in the “pharaoh’s curse” with modern scientific approaches, such 

as the CT scan of King Tutankhamun's mummy. While some feared supernatural consequences, 

contemporary researchers focus on evidence-based methods to uncover historical truths without 

succumbing to superstitions. 

 

5. How does the CT scan of King Tutankhamun reflect the evolution of archaeological practices?   

   The CT scan represents the evolution of archaeology from treasure hunting to a focus on preservation 

and scientific inquiry. Unlike the methods used in the 1920s, which often caused damage, modern 

technology allows for non-invasive exploration of ancient remains, providing detailed insights without 

destruction. 

 

6. What does the repeated reference to the 'pharaoh’s curse' throughout the text symbolize?   

   The repeated mention of the pharaoh’s curse symbolizes the lingering fears and superstitions 

associated with disturbing ancient tombs. It also reflects humanity's fascination with the unknown and 

the tension between belief in the supernatural and the pursuit of scientific knowledge. 

 

7. How does Howard Carter’s approach to archaeology differ from modern practices, as shown in the 

text?   

   Howard Carter’s approach was driven by a focus on uncovering treasures, sometimes at the expense 

of preserving the integrity of the artifacts. Modern archaeology, as illustrated by the use of CT scans, 

emphasizes non-destructive techniques and the careful preservation of both the artifacts and the 

historical context. 

 

 

 



8. How does the portrayal of King Tutankhamun’s treasures in the text serve as a reflection of the values 

of ancient Egyptian society?   

   The gold artifacts, ceremonial items, and everyday objects found in Tutankhamun's tomb reflect the 

importance of wealth, status, and religious beliefs in ancient Egyptian society. These treasures were 

meant to ensure the pharaoh's safe passage to the afterlife and highlight the cultural emphasis on 

immortality and divine favor. 

 

9. What role does the figure of Zahi Hawass play in connecting the ancient and modern worlds of 

archaeology?   

   Zahi Hawass serves as a bridge between ancient history and modern science. His leadership in using 

technology like CT scans to investigate King Tutankhamun’s remains demonstrates how contemporary 

archaeology can respect and build upon the past while employing advanced methods to uncover new 

knowledge. 

 

10. How does the discovery of King Tutankhamun's tomb influence our understanding of ancient 

Egyptian history and culture?   

    The discovery of King Tutankhamun’s tomb offers invaluable insights into the religious practices, 

burial customs, and daily life of ancient Egypt. It highlights the sophistication of their craftsmanship, 

the importance of the afterlife, and the role of the pharaoh as both a political and religious figure in 

society. 

 

Answer in 120-150 words 

 

1. Imagine that after King Tutankhamun's tomb was discovered, Howard Carter is invited to speak at 

an international archaeological conference. He is asked to reflect on the significance of his discovery 

and the challenges he faced during the excavation. As Howard Carter, write down your speech, 

highlighting the importance of preserving ancient history. 

 

2. Imagine that Zahi Hawass has been invited to give a keynote speech at an international symposium 

on archaeology. He is asked to speak about the role of modern technology in preserving ancient artifacts 

and uncovering historical mysteries. As Zahi Hawass, write your speech, discussing the impact of CT 

scans and other technological advancements on the field of archaeology. 

 

3. You recently attended a seminar by a renowned historian who spoke about the importance of learning 

from history to avoid repeating past mistakes. Inspired by the talk, you decide to write an article for a 

history journal, emphasizing the relevance of historical knowledge in today’s world. Write your article, 

encouraging readers to study history and apply its lessons to current events. 

 

ANSWER KEY 

 

1. Speech as Howard Carter at an Archaeological Conference: 

 

• Significance of Discovery: Highlight the historical importance of finding King Tutankhamun’s 

tomb and its impact on Egyptology. 

• Challenges Faced: Discuss the difficulties encountered during the excavation, including the 

hardened resins and the ethical dilemma of removing the mummy. 

• Legacy: Emphasize the lasting importance of preserving ancient artifacts for future generations. 

• Reflection: Acknowledge the evolution of archaeology, from treasure hunting to scientific 

preservation. 



• Conclusion: Inspire future archaeologists to continue uncovering the mysteries of the past with 

respect and care. 

 

2. Speech as Zahi Hawass at an Archaeological Symposium: 

 

• Introduction: Introduce the topic of modern technology in archaeology. 

• Technological Advancements: Discuss how tools like CT scans and 3D imaging have 

transformed the field by allowing non-invasive exploration of ancient artifacts and remains. 

• Case Study: Mention the CT scan of King Tutankhamun as a prime example of technology 

revealing new insights into history. 

• Preservation Efforts: Emphasize the importance of using technology to preserve historical sites 

for future generations. 

• Conclusion: Encourage the continued integration of technology in archaeological research to 

unlock more historical mysteries. 

 

3. Article for History Journal on the Relevance of Historical Knowledge: 

 

• Introduction: Reference the seminar by the historian on learning from history. 

• Importance of History: Discuss how historical knowledge helps prevent the repetition of past 

mistakes. 

• Current Relevance: Provide examples of modern-day events where lessons from history could 

be applied. 

• Call to Action: Encourage readers to actively study and engage with history to better understand 

the present. 

• Conclusion: Highlight the need for historical awareness in shaping a more informed and 

conscious society. 

 


