
 

 

THE ADDRESS 

SUMMARY 

1. Narrator's Visit to Mrs. Dorling: 

o Purpose of the Visit: The narrator goes to Mrs. Dorling's house with the intention of retrieving 

her mother's belongings, which were taken for safekeeping during the war. 

o Setting: The visit occurs post-war, highlighting the significant changes in the narrator's life and 

circumstances. 

2. Initial Encounter: 

o Mrs. Dorling's Reaction: Mrs. Dorling does not recognize the narrator and is initially hostile, 

refusing to acknowledge or assist her. 

o Narrator's Disappointment: The narrator feels a sense of disappointment and frustration due to 

Mrs. Dorling's unhelpful attitude. 

3. Memories of Mrs. Dorling: 

o Mother's Description: The narrator recalls her mother's description of Mrs. Dorling, who had 

visited their home and taken valuable items, promising to keep them safe. 

o Contrasting Impressions: The memories contrast sharply with the cold reception the narrator 

receives, deepening her sense of loss and betrayal. 

4. Second Attempt: 

o Gaining Entry: On a subsequent visit, the narrator is let into the house by Mrs. Dorling’s 

daughter, who is unaware of the earlier encounter. 

o Observations Inside: The narrator keenly observes the house, noting the familiar items now out 

of place in a different setting. 

5. Emotional Reaction: 

o Overwhelmed by Memories: Inside the house, the narrator is overwhelmed by seeing her 

mother's belongings, now stripped of their emotional context. 

o Sense of Disconnection: The familiar objects seem alien, highlighting the emotional and physical 

disconnection caused by the war. 

6. Details of the Objects: 

o Furniture and Household Items: The narrator recognizes various pieces of furniture and 

household items, each bringing back memories of her mother and their pre-war life. 

o Sense of Loss: The sight of these items in a new environment highlights the narrator's profound 

sense of loss. 

7. Realization and Acceptance: 

o Loss of Sentimental Value: The narrator realizes that the belongings have lost their sentimental 

value because they no longer carry the same emotional significance. 



 

 

o Decision to Move On: She decides not to reclaim the items, understanding that holding on to 

them will not bring back the past or her mother. 

8. Broader Themes: 

o Impact of War: The story reflects on the broader impact of war on individuals, particularly the 

emotional and psychological effects of displacement and loss. 

o Identity and Memory: It explores themes of identity and memory, questioning how much of 

one's past can be reclaimed and the importance of moving forward. 

9. Final Resolution: 

o Letting Go: The narrator's decision to leave without the belongings signifies a poignant 

acceptance of her changed reality. 

o Closure: By resolving to forget the address, she seeks closure and a path to healing from the 

traumas of the past. 
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HISTORICAL CONTEXT 

"The Address" is set in the immediate aftermath of World War II, a period marked by profound changes in the 

lives of millions of people. The story captures the widespread displacement and the emotional toll the war had 

on individuals and families. 

o War-Induced Displacement: World War II resulted in the mass displacement of people across 

Europe. Many families were forced to leave their homes, often with little notice, and entrust 

their belongings to others for safekeeping. The narrator's experience reflects this broader 

context of displacement, showcasing the disruption and instability that war brings. 

o Loss of Home and Belongings: The loss extends beyond physical belongings; it includes the 

loss of a sense of home and security. For many, like the narrator, returning to their homes post-

war meant confronting the reality that their lives and possessions had been irrevocably changed 

or lost. 

o Necessity of Trust: During the war, trust was a crucial survival mechanism. People had to rely 

on neighbors, friends, and even strangers to safeguard their possessions and sometimes their 

lives. Mrs. Dorling’s actions—taking the narrator's family’s valuables for safekeeping—were 

initially seen as a gesture of trust and neighborly support. 

o Feeling of Betrayal: However, the post-war reality often revealed betrayals, both small and large. 

The narrator feels betrayed by Mrs. Dorling’s reluctance to return the items and her cold 

reception. This sense of betrayal is amplified by the contrast between the pre-war trust and the 

post-war disillusionment. 

o Role of Personal Belongings: Personal belongings serve as tangible connections to one's past, 

helping to maintain identity and continuity. For the narrator, the household items symbolize her 

mother and her pre-war life. They are imbued with memories and emotional significance. 

o Post-War Identity Crisis: The story reflects a broader post-war identity crisis, where many 

grapple with the remnants of their past. The narrator's struggle to reclaim her mother’s 

belongings highlights the difficulty of reconciling the past with the present, especially when the 

past is fragmented and altered by war. 

DETAILED ANALYSIS 

o Initial Motivation: The narrator’s psychological journey begins with a strong desire to reconnect 

with her past by retrieving her mother’s belongings. This motivation is driven by a need to 

reclaim a part of her identity that was lost during the war. 

o Emotional Turmoil: Upon visiting Mrs. Dorling’s house, the narrator experiences a range of 

emotions, from hope and nostalgia to disappointment and disillusionment. The sight of her 

mother’s belongings in a strange environment evokes a profound sense of loss and alienation. 

o Realization and Acceptance: By the end of the story, the narrator realizes that the past cannot 

be reclaimed through objects alone. This realization is a significant psychological shift, marking 

her acceptance of her new reality and the need to move forward without clinging to the physical 

remnants of her past. 

o Connection to the Past: The household items are powerful symbols of the narrator’s connection 

to her mother and their pre-war life. Each object holds memories and emotional significance, 

representing a tangible link to a time before the disruption caused by the war. 



 

 

o Alienation in a New Environment: The placement of these familiar objects in Mrs. Dorling’s 

home, however, makes them seem alien and out of place. This displacement highlights the 

broader theme of how the war has changed everything, making it impossible for the narrator 

to feel the same emotional connection to these items. 

o Loss of Sentimental Value: The objects, once imbued with sentimental value, now appear devoid 

of meaning in their new context. This transformation highlights the futility of trying to hold on 

to the past through material possessions. 

o Feeling of Estrangement: The narrator’s emotional disconnection upon seeing her mother’s 

belongings in Mrs. Dorling’s house signifies a deeper sense of estrangement. The war has not 

only displaced people physically but has also disrupted their emotional and psychological sense 

of belonging. 

o Theme of Displacement: This theme of displacement is central to the story, reflecting the 

broader experiences of many who survived the war. The narrator’s inability to reclaim her 

emotional connection to the objects mirrors the widespread post-war reality of having to rebuild 

lives from fragments. 

o Decision to Leave: The narrator’s decision to leave without reclaiming the belongings symbolizes 

her acceptance of her new reality. It marks a poignant recognition that moving forward requires 

letting go of the past and its physical manifestations. 

o Embracing Change: This acceptance is not just about relinquishing the objects but about 

embracing the change and loss that the war has brought. It is a significant step in the narrator’s 

emotional and psychological healing process, allowing her to move forward without being 

anchored to a past that can no longer be restored. 

KEY POINTS AND PHRASES 

• "Do you still know me?": Reflects the theme of recognition and loss. 

• "She was wearing my mother’s green knitted cardigan.": Symbolizes the physical remnants of the 

narrator’s past. 

• "I regret I cannot do anything for you.": Highlights the coldness and detachment post-war relationships 

can entail. 

• "The objects that are linked in your memory with the familiar life of former times instantly lose their 

value when, severed from them, you see them again in strange surroundings.": Central theme of 

memory and displacement. 

• "I resolved to forget the address.": Symbolic of moving on and acceptance of change. 

RECALL-BASED QUESTIONS 

1. Why did the narrator visit Mrs. Dorling’s house? 

2. How did Mrs. Dorling react when she first saw the narrator? 

3. What had Mrs. Dorling taken from the narrator's family during the war? 

4. Who opened the door for the narrator on her second visit? 

5. What was the narrator's emotional response upon entering Mrs. Dorling's house? 



 

 

6. What does the green knitted cardigan symbolize in the story? 

7. Why does the narrator ultimately decide not to take the belongings? 

8. How does the narrator describe the arrangement of her mother’s belongings in Mrs. Dorling’s house? 

9. What does the narrator mean by "I resolved to forget the address"? 

10. What historical event forms the backdrop of the story? 

11. What was the narrator's mother’s explanation for giving Mrs. Dorling their belongings? 

12. How does the narrator feel about her mother’s decision to entrust their belongings to Mrs. Dorling? 

13. How does the narrator describe Mrs. Dorling’s house when she first sees it? 

14. What specific items does the narrator recognize in Mrs. Dorling’s house? 

15. What is the significance of the narrator recognizing the silver cutlery in Mrs. Dorling's house? 

16. How does Mrs. Dorling's daughter react when the narrator visits the second time? 

17. What memories are triggered in the narrator when she sees the belongings in Mrs. Dorling’s house? 

18. How does the narrator describe Mrs. Dorling’s attitude and demeanor? 

19. What does the narrator remember about her last moments with her mother? 

20. How does the story depict the contrast between the narrator’s memories and her present experience? 

21. Why did the narrator's family need to leave their home during the war? 

22. How does the narrator feel about her own decision to visit Mrs. Dorling's house? 

23. What does the narrator think about the changes in Mrs. Dorling’s behavior since the war? 

24. What does the narrator's reaction to the objects in Mrs. Dorling's house reveal about her emotional 

state? 

25. How does the narrator cope with the realization that her past cannot be reclaimed? 

26. What role does nostalgia play in the narrator’s visit to Mrs. Dorling’s house? 

27. How does the narrator’s interaction with Mrs. Dorling’s daughter differ from her interaction with Mrs. 

Dorling? 

28. How does the narrator’s perception of her mother’s belongings change throughout the story? 

29. What does the narrator’s decision to leave without the belongings suggest about her growth and 

acceptance? 

30. What literary devices does the author use to convey the narrator’s emotional journey? 

 

 

 

 



 

 

ANSWER KEY 

  Why did the narrator visit Mrs. Dorling’s house? 

• The narrator visited Mrs. Dorling’s house to retrieve her mother’s belongings that had been taken for 

safekeeping during the war. 

  How did Mrs. Dorling react when she first saw the narrator? 

• Mrs. Dorling did not recognize the narrator and was reluctant to help her, acting cold and unwelcoming. 

  What had Mrs. Dorling taken from the narrator's family during the war? 

• Mrs. Dorling had taken valuable household items and personal belongings from the narrator's family to 

keep them safe during the war. 

  Who opened the door for the narrator on her second visit? 

• Mrs. Dorling’s daughter opened the door for the narrator on her second visit. 

  What was the narrator's emotional response upon entering Mrs. Dorling's house? 

• The narrator felt overwhelmed and disconnected upon entering the house, as the familiar objects 

appeared alien in the new environment. 

  What does the green knitted cardigan symbolize in the story? 

• The green knitted cardigan symbolizes the narrator’s connection to her mother and the memories of 

her pre-war life. 

  Why does the narrator ultimately decide not to take the belongings? 

• The narrator decides not to take the belongings because they have lost their sentimental value and 

connection to her past. 

  How does the narrator describe the arrangement of her mother’s belongings in Mrs. Dorling’s house? 

• The narrator describes the belongings as out of place and stripped of their emotional significance in 

Mrs. Dorling’s house. 

  What does the narrator mean by "I resolved to forget the address"? 

• The narrator means that she decided to let go of the past and move forward, accepting that she cannot 

reclaim what was lost. 

  What historical event forms the backdrop of the story? 

• The backdrop of the story is World War II and its aftermath. 

  What was the narrator's mother’s explanation for giving Mrs. Dorling their belongings? 

• The narrator's mother explained that Mrs. Dorling was taking the belongings to keep them safe during 

the uncertain times of the war. 

  How does the narrator feel about her mother’s decision to entrust their belongings to Mrs. Dorling? 

• The narrator feels a mixture of gratitude and regret about her mother’s decision, as it reflects both trust 

and the subsequent sense of betrayal. 



 

 

  How does the narrator describe Mrs. Dorling’s house when she first sees it? 

• The narrator describes Mrs. Dorling’s house as strange and unfamiliar, contrasting sharply with her 

memories of her own home. 

  What specific items does the narrator recognize in Mrs. Dorling’s house? 

• The narrator recognizes specific items such as silver cutlery, a green knitted cardigan, and other 

household items that belonged to her mother. 

  What is the significance of the narrator recognizing the silver cutlery in Mrs. Dorling's house? 

• Recognizing the silver cutlery signifies the deep emotional connection to her past and her mother, 

triggering memories and a sense of loss. 

  How does Mrs. Dorling's daughter react when the narrator visits the second time? 

• Mrs. Dorling’s daughter is more welcoming and allows the narrator to enter the house, unaware of the 

earlier encounter. 

  What memories are triggered in the narrator when she sees the belongings in Mrs. Dorling’s house? 

• The narrator is flooded with memories of her mother and their pre-war life, evoking a sense of nostalgia 

and sadness. 

  How does the narrator describe Mrs. Dorling’s attitude and demeanor? 

• The narrator describes Mrs. Dorling’s attitude as cold, indifferent, and somewhat possessive of the 

belongings. 

  What does the narrator remember about her last moments with her mother? 

• The narrator remembers her mother’s anxiety and sorrow as they prepared to leave their home and 

entrust their belongings to Mrs. Dorling. 

  How does the story depict the contrast between the narrator’s memories and her present experience? 

• The story contrasts the warm, sentimental memories of the past with the cold, alienating present 

experience in Mrs. Dorling’s house. 

  Why did the narrator's family need to leave their home during the war? 

• The narrator's family needed to leave their home due to the dangers and upheaval caused by the war. 

  How does the narrator feel about her own decision to visit Mrs. Dorling's house? 

• The narrator feels a mixture of hope, anxiety, and eventual disillusionment about her decision to visit 

Mrs. Dorling’s house. 

  What does the narrator think about the changes in Mrs. Dorling’s behavior since the war? 

• The narrator is struck by Mrs. Dorling’s lack of recognition and indifference, contrasting sharply with 

her earlier helpfulness. 

  What does the narrator's reaction to the objects in Mrs. Dorling's house reveal about her emotional state? 

• The narrator’s reaction reveals her deep emotional disconnection and the realization that the past 

cannot be reclaimed through objects. 



 

 

  How does the narrator cope with the realization that her past cannot be reclaimed? 

• The narrator copes by deciding to leave the belongings behind and resolve to forget the address, 

symbolizing her acceptance and need to move on. 

  What role does nostalgia play in the narrator’s visit to Mrs. Dorling’s house? 

• Nostalgia plays a central role, driving the narrator to visit the house in hopes of reconnecting with her 

past, only to realize the futility of this effort. 

  How does the narrator’s interaction with Mrs. Dorling’s daughter differ from her interaction with Mrs. 

Dorling? 

• The interaction with Mrs. Dorling’s daughter is more welcoming and less tense, while the interaction 

with Mrs. Dorling is marked by coldness and reluctance. 

  How does the narrator’s perception of her mother’s belongings change throughout the story? 

• Initially, the belongings are seen as precious links to her past, but by the end, they are perceived as 

mere objects devoid of their original emotional significance. 

  What does the narrator’s decision to leave without the belongings suggest about her growth and 

acceptance? 

• The decision suggests that the narrator has grown to accept the reality of her changed circumstances 

and understands that moving forward requires letting go of the past. 

   What literary devices does the author use to convey the narrator’s emotional journey? 

• The author uses symbolism, imagery, and contrast to convey the narrator’s emotional journey from 

hope and nostalgia to disillusionment and acceptance. 

COMPETENCY-BASED QUESTIONS 

1. Discuss the theme of trust and betrayal in "The Address". How do Mrs. Dorling’s actions reflect these 

themes? 

2. How does "The Address" explore the impact of war on personal identity and memory? Provide examples 

from the text. 

3. Examine the symbolism of household items in the story. How do they contribute to the narrator’s sense 

of loss and displacement? 

4. Describe the emotional journey of the narrator from the beginning to the end of the story. How does 

her perspective change? 

5. How does the story illustrate the role of memory in shaping identity? Discuss with reference to the 

narrator’s experiences. 

6. Analyze the psychological effects of the post-war period as depicted in "The Address". How does the 

narrator’s experience reflect broader societal issues? 

7. Discuss the themes of displacement and the concept of home in the story. How do these themes affect 

the narrator’s decisions? 

8. Evaluate the narrator’s decision to leave the belongings behind. What does this decision signify about 

her character and her coping mechanisms? 



 

 

9. How does the story portray the emotional disconnection with the past? What message does this convey 

about dealing with trauma? 

10. Compare the narrator’s life before and after the war. How does the war change her perception of home 

and belonging? 

ANSWER KEY 

1. In "The Address," the themes of trust and betrayal are central to the narrative. During the war, the 

narrator's mother entrusted Mrs. Dorling with their valuable belongings, believing in her goodwill and the 

necessity of safeguarding these items during a tumultuous period. This act of trust was a survival strategy, 

reflecting the reliance on the community and neighbors during crises. However, post-war, when the narrator 

visits Mrs. Dorling to reclaim these items, she is met with cold indifference and reluctance. Mrs. Dorling’s 

refusal to acknowledge or return the items symbolizes a deep betrayal of the trust placed in her. This 

betrayal is not just personal but also reflects the broader disillusionment many faced in the aftermath of 

the war. Trust, once a vital element for survival, is now shown to be fragile and often broken, illustrating 

the complex human relationships altered by the war's hardships. 

2. "The Address" poignantly explores the impact of war on personal identity and memory. The narrator's 

identity is deeply intertwined with her past and the belongings that symbolize her family's pre-war life. The 

war's disruption caused significant dislocation, not just physically but also emotionally. As the narrator 

attempts to reclaim her mother's belongings, she confronts the stark reality that these objects, now out of 

their original context, have lost their sentimental value. This realization forces her to acknowledge that her 

identity, once anchored in these possessions and memories, has been irrevocably changed by the war. The 

story illustrates how war can fracture one's sense of self, leaving individuals to grapple with fragmented 

memories and the challenge of rebuilding their identities in a changed world. The narrator's journey reflects 

the broader post-war identity crisis faced by many survivors. 

3. In "The Address," household items serve as powerful symbols of the narrator's connection to her past 

and her mother. These objects, once part of her daily life, are imbued with personal memories and 

emotional significance. When the narrator sees them in Mrs. Dorling’s house, they appear alien and out of 

place, highlighting her sense of loss and displacement. The items symbolize the stability and continuity of 

her pre-war life, now disrupted by the war. Their presence in a new, indifferent environment highlights the 

theme of how the war has altered everything. These belongings, once cherished, now seem mere artifacts 

of a bygone era, unable to evoke the same feelings they once did. This symbolism emphasizes the narrator's 

emotional journey, illustrating how physical objects, detached from their original context, cannot fully 

restore the past or the identity connected to it. 

4. The narrator's emotional journey in "The Address" evolves from hope to disillusionment to acceptance. 

Initially, she visits Mrs. Dorling with a hopeful desire to reclaim her mother’s belongings and reconnect 

with her past. This visit is driven by nostalgia and a need to reestablish a sense of identity disrupted by the 

war. However, upon encountering Mrs. Dorling's indifference and seeing her family’s belongings in a 

strange environment, she feels a profound sense of disconnection and alienation. The familiar objects, now 

out of context, evoke a sense of loss rather than comfort. By the end of the story, the narrator accepts that 

these belongings cannot restore her past or her emotional connection to it. Her decision to leave without 

them signifies a poignant acceptance of her new reality and a recognition that moving forward requires 

letting go of the physical remnants of her former life. 

5. "The Address" illustrates the critical role of memory in shaping identity through the narrator’s 

experiences. The household items, imbued with personal memories, represent a tangible connection to 

her past and her mother. These memories are central to the narrator's sense of self, providing continuity 



 

 

and a link to her pre-war identity. However, the war's disruption has fragmented these memories, leaving 

the narrator to grapple with a changed reality. The story highlights how memories, when tied to physical 

objects, can become anchors of identity. Yet, it also shows that these anchors can be destabilized when 

the context changes. The narrator’s journey reveals the struggle to reconcile these memories with the 

present, ultimately illustrating that identity is not static but evolves with experiences and acceptance of 

change. Memory shapes identity, but clinging to the past can hinder the ability to move forward. 

6. "The Address" vividly depicts the psychological effects of the post-war period through the narrator's 

experiences. The war has left her grappling with loss, disillusionment, and a fractured sense of self. The 

narrator's visit to Mrs. Dorling’s house symbolizes a quest to reclaim her past and restore her disrupted 

identity. However, the indifference and betrayal she encounters amplify her psychological distress. The 

familiar objects, now in an alien environment, trigger a profound sense of displacement and disconnection. 

This reflects the broader societal issue of individuals struggling to rebuild their lives and identities in the 

aftermath of war. The narrator’s emotional journey, marked by nostalgia, disappointment, and eventual 

acceptance, mirrors the collective trauma and resilience of those affected by the war. The story highlights 

the enduring impact of war on mental health and the complex process of psychological recovery and 

adaptation. 

7. "The Address" explores the themes of displacement and the concept of home through the narrator's 

journey. The war caused physical displacement, forcing the narrator's family to leave their home and entrust 

their belongings to Mrs. Dorling. This displacement extends to an emotional level, as the narrator struggles 

to reconnect with her past. The concept of home, once tied to physical objects and familiar surroundings, 

becomes fragmented. When the narrator visits Mrs. Dorling’s house, she realizes that the sense of home 

cannot be restored through these belongings. The familiar items, now out of place, highlight her emotional 

displacement. The story reflects the broader experience of many who faced similar disruptions due to the 

war, emphasizing that home is more than just a physical space—it is also an emotional and psychological 

state. The narrator’s decision to move on signifies her acceptance of this reality. 

8. The narrator’s decision to leave the belongings behind in "The Address" signifies a critical moment of 

growth and acceptance. Initially driven by a desire to reclaim her past, she realizes that the belongings have 

lost their emotional significance in the new environment. This realization reflects her understanding that 

clinging to physical objects cannot restore the past or her connection to it. Her decision to move on 

symbolizes her acceptance of the irrevocable changes brought by the war and her need to adapt to a new 

reality. It highlights her resilience and ability to let go of the past to forge a new identity. This coping 

mechanism, though painful, is essential for her psychological healing. The narrator's choice highlights the 

theme that true recovery and acceptance come from within, rather than from external attempts to reclaim 

what has been lost. 

9. "The Address" portrays the emotional disconnection with the past through the narrator's experiences. 

The war has severed her physical and emotional ties to her pre-war life. The belongings, once symbols of 

her identity and memories, now seem alien in Mrs. Dorling’s house. This disconnection is starkly evident 

when the narrator realizes that these objects, devoid of their original context, cannot evoke the same 

emotional responses. The story conveys that traumatic events like war can disrupt one's sense of continuity 

and belonging, making it difficult to reconnect with the past. This emotional disconnection highlights the 

broader theme of dealing with trauma, illustrating that recovery often involves accepting the loss and 

moving forward rather than trying to reclaim a fragmented past. The narrator’s journey highlights the 

importance of internal resilience and adaptation in the face of irrevocable change. 

10. The narrator's life before the war, as depicted in "The Address," was one of stability and continuity, 

anchored by familiar objects and a strong sense of home. These belongings symbolise her identity and her 



 

 

connection to her mother. However, the war brought about significant disruption, forcing her family to leave 

their home and entrust their possessions to Mrs. Dorling. Post-war, the narrator returns to find that these 

objects have lost their sentimental value in a new and indifferent setting. The war has altered her perception 

of home and belonging, making it clear that the past cannot be reclaimed through physical objects alone. 

The stark contrast between her pre-war and post-war experiences highlights the profound impact of the 

war on personal identity and memory. It highlights the need to accept change and find new ways to rebuild 

one's life and identity in a transformed world. 

EXTRACT-BASED MCQS: 

A. After many years I was at the door of Mrs. Dorling's house. I pressed the bell and stepped back. The door 

opened and a woman appeared. She was wearing my mother's green knitted cardigan. I noticed it immediately, 

she obviously saw the surprise on my face, but she held the door firmly, didn't open it fully. 'Yes?' she asked, 

as if she did not know me. 

i: Why did the sight of the green knitted cardigan surprise the narrator? 

a) She had never seen Mrs. Dorling before. 

b) The cardigan was a precious belonging of her mother. 

c) She thought Mrs. Dorling would not recognize her. 

d) The cardigan was completely unrecognizable. 

Answer: b) The cardigan was a precious belonging of her mother. 

ii: What does the narrator's reaction to the cardigan indicate about her state of mind? 

a) She was indifferent to her past. 

b) She felt a strong connection to her mother's belongings. 

c) She was happy to see Mrs. Dorling. 

d) She was confused about her identity. 

Answer: b) She felt a strong connection to her mother's belongings. 

B. The door opened and a woman appeared. She was wearing my mother's green knitted cardigan. I noticed 

it immediately, she obviously saw the surprise on my face, but she held the door firmly, didn't open it fully. 

'Yes?' she asked, as if she did not know me. 

Choose the option that perfectly describes a situation similar to the one in the extract: 

Situation 1: Sarah visits her old neighborhood and sees someone driving her late father's car. She feels a mix 

of nostalgia and sadness. 

Situation 2: John tries to reconnect with an old friend who pretends not to recognize him during a chance 

encounter. 

Situation 3: Lisa goes to her childhood home and sees a stranger wearing her favorite childhood dress. She 

feels a wave of emotions and memories. 

Situation 4: Mark visits a museum and sees an exhibit featuring items similar to those he once owned, but 

feels no connection to them. 



 

 

Choose the correct option: 

a) Situation 1 

b) Situation 2 

c) Situation 3 

d) Situation 4 

Answer: c) Situation 3 

EXTRACT-BASED INFERENTIAL MCQS: 

C. She was wearing my mother's green knitted cardigan. I noticed it immediately, she obviously saw the 

surprise on my face, but she held the door firmly, didn't open it fully. 'Yes?' she asked, as if she did not know 

me. 

i. What can be inferred about Mrs. Dorling's character from her reaction at the door? 

a) She is welcoming and warm. 

b) She is defensive and unwelcoming. 

c) She is confused and forgetful. 

d) She is indifferent to the narrator. 

Answer: b) She is defensive and unwelcoming. 

ii. Why does the narrator mention the green knitted cardigan specifically? 

a) It was the only item she recognized. 

b) It held sentimental value as her mother's belongings. 

c) It was out of place in Mrs. Dorling's house. 

d) It was a fashionable item. 

Answer: b) It held sentimental value as her mother's belongings.     

D. I was in a room I knew and did not know, gazing at a sight that was very strange. I looked around and found 

myself staring at a row of mustard-colored jars that she had always told me were valuable. Her voice was soft 

and full of pride when she spoke of them, and she insisted on showing them to anyone who visited her. They 

were still there, undisturbed and unaltered. I could almost hear her voice describing them, as if she were 

standing right next to me. 

Choose the option listing the sentence that is the most appropriate example of a sense of loss, from the 

following: 

i. I was in a room I knew and did not know, gazing at a sight that was very strange.  

ii. I looked around and found myself staring at a row of mustard-colored jars.  

iii. Her voice was soft and full of pride when she spoke of them.  

iv. I could almost hear her voice describing them, as if she were standing right next to me. 

 

a) I was in a room I knew and did not know, gazing at a sight that was very strange. 

b) I looked around and found myself staring at a row of mustard-colored jars. 



 

 

c) Her voice was soft and full of pride when she spoke of them. 

d) I could almost hear her voice describing them, as if she were standing right next to me. 

Ans. d) I could almost hear her voice describing them, as if she were standing right next to me. 

 

 

II. Choose the correct option with reference to the two statements given below: 

Statement 1: The narrator feels a mix of familiarity and unfamiliarity with the room. 

Statement 2: The narrator experiences a strong sense of nostalgia. 

 

a) Statement 1 is the cause of Statement 2. 

b) Statement 2 is the cause of Statement 1. 

c) Statement 1 and Statement 2 are independent of each other. 

d) Statement 1 and Statement 2 are interdependent. 

Ans: d) Statement 1 and Statement 2 are interdependent. 

 

STANDALONE MCQS: 

1. Which of the following best describes the narrator's feelings upon seeing the mustard-colored jars? 

a) Indifference 

b) Annoyance 

c) Nostalgia 

d) Disgust 

Ans: c) Nostalgia 

 

2. What is the significance of the mustard-colored jars in the context of the story? 

a) They represent the wealth of the family. 

b) They are a symbol of the past and memories associated with the narrator's mother. 

c) They are a collection of antique items. 

d) They signify the cultural heritage of the family. 

Ans: b) They are a symbol of the past and memories associated with the narrator's mother. 

 

ANSWER IN 30-40 WORDS 

i. The mustard-colored jars in "The Address" serve as powerful symbols. Explain how they contribute to the 

theme of memory and loss. 

ii. The narrator finds herself in a familiar yet strange room in "The Address." Discuss the significance of this 

setting in the story. 

iii. Marga Minco's writing in "The Address" often reflects on the past. How does this reflection affect the 

narrator's emotions? 

iv. Describe the impact of the narrator's visit to the house on her understanding of her mother's life. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

ANSWER IN 120-150 WORDS 

i. Imagine the narrator from "The Address" were to give a speech to a group of students about the 

importance of preserving memories and heritage. Based on your understanding of the narrator's 

experience, write the speech, focusing on the emotional and cultural significance of personal artifacts. 

Dear students, today I want to talk to you about the importance of preserving our memories and heritage. As 

I walked through the house that once belonged to my mother, I realized how crucial it is to cherish the artifacts 

that connect us to our past. These objects are not just things; they are carriers of our history, emotions, and 

identity... (continue) 

ii. Let us assume it was the narrator's neighbor who informed her about the new occupants of her mother's 

house. Think creatively about how the neighbor would have responded and pen down the discussion you 

think would have taken place between the narrator and the neighbor. 

Neighbor: I remember your mother well. She was always so proud of her collection. When you left, she hoped 

you'd come back for them. Narrator: I had no idea they were still here. It's like stepping back in time... (continue) 

ANSWER KEY 

i. The mustard-colored jars in "The Address" serve as powerful symbols. Explain how they contribute to the 

theme of memory and loss. 

• Value Points: 

o Symbol of family heritage and past 

o Evoke memories of the mother 

o Represent the physical remnants of the narrator’s lost home and life 

• Key Phrases: 

o "mustard-colored jars" 

o "she had always told me were valuable" 

o "Her voice was soft and full of pride" 

ii. The narrator finds herself in a familiar yet strange room in "The Address." Discuss the significance of this 

setting in the story. 

• Value Points: 

o Juxtaposition of familiarity and strangeness 

o Highlights the changes post-war and loss 

o Reflects the narrator’s disconnection from her past 

• Key Phrases: 

o "a room I knew and did not know" 

o "very strange" 

o "gazing at a sight that was very strange" 



 

 

iii. Marga Minco's writing in "The Address" often reflects on the past. How does this reflection affect the 

narrator's emotions? 

• Value Points: 

o Evokes nostalgia and sorrow 

o Reinforces sense of loss and longing 

o Creates a bridge between past and present 

• Key Phrases: 

o "I could almost hear her voice" 

o "undisturbed and unaltered" 

o "soft and full of pride" 

iv. Describe the impact of the narrator's visit to the house on her understanding of her mother's life. 

• Value Points: 

o Provides closure and understanding 

o Highlights the mother's pride in her possessions 

o Deepens the narrator’s connection to her heritage 

• Key Phrases: 

o "Her voice was soft and full of pride" 

o "undisturbed and unaltered" 

o "as if she were standing right next to me" 

ANSWER IN 120-150 WORDS 

i. Imagine the narrator from "The Address" were to give a speech to a group of students about the 

importance of preserving memories and heritage. Based on your understanding of the narrator's 

experience, write the speech, focusing on the emotional and cultural significance of personal artifacts. 

• Value Points: 

o Emphasize emotional connections to objects 

o Importance of preserving cultural heritage 

o Personal artifacts as carriers of history 

• Key Phrases: 

o "preserving our memories and heritage" 

o "artifacts that connect us to our past" 

o "carriers of our history, emotions, and identity" 



 

 

ii. Let us assume it was the narrator's neighbor who informed her about the new occupants of her mother's 

house. Think creatively about how the neighbor would have responded and pen down the discussion you 

think would have taken place between the narrator and the neighbor. 

• Value Points: 

o Reflect on the neighbour's memories of the narrator's mother 

o Discussion on changes in the house and neighborhood 

o Emotional exchange about the significance of the items left behind 

• Key Phrases: 

o "I remember your mother well" 

o "She was always so proud of her collection" 

o "It's like stepping back in time" 


